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d THE
BOULEVARD HOUSE

412 WEST GRAND BLVD.

| am a second year urban planning student at the Taubman College of Architecture and Urban
Planning. Last year, | signed up for a welding workshop offered by Taubman College, led

by Mick Kennedy, a professor in architecture. Eager to learn more, | created an independent
study led by Mick so that | could continue to weld regularly and work on a project.

Our focus for the independent study was a welding project in Detroit. Mick told me about The
Boulevard House, a space for campus-community collaborative work at 412 West Grand
Boulevard in Southwest Detroit; managed by People’s Community Services, The University
of Michigan School of Social Work, and ElI Museo del Norte. | decided that | would, through
welding, create something for The Boulevard House.

I knew that | wanted to teach welding to others, especially women, so when | heard about the
REI grant | immediately applied. | learned in late April that | was a grant recipient, and also
found out that very same day that | was a Brademas Fellow and would work at Southwest
Detroit Environmental Vision. This meant working over 60 hours per week on both projects,
but | knew with enough planning and support | could accomplish my goal of creating this
program.



In early May, Mick and | visited Maria Cotera, co-founder of El
Museo del Norte at The Boulevard House. | told Maria about
my welding workshop and how | wanted to create something
useful for the space. There is an active bus stop in front of the
house with nowhere for people to comfortably wait for the bus,
so | proposed creating a bus bench. Maria loved the idea as
she often saw people waiting for long periods of time with no

place to sit.
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Top Image: Bench drawing in SketchUp
Bottom Image: Bench drawing in Rhino
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( Disenos Ornamental Iron ]

The grant awarded me $2,500 to run the workshop, so in order to help extend the funds,
| sought donations. Carhartt provided flame resistant welding apparel, lunch was donated
from local businesses, and Disenos Ornamental Iron - an ironwork fabrication company in
Southwest Detroit - allowed us to use their space and equipment, and assisted us during the
workshop.



( Coalition on Temporary Shelter ]

Through my fellowship at Southwest Detroit Environmental Vision, | met Audra Carson of
De-tread. Audra helped me to push my ideas into action. Audra also put me in touch with
Delphia Simmons, a staff member at COTS, the Coalition on Temporary Shelter in Midtown

Detroit. Delphia organized a meeting with several women interested in participating in my
welding workshop.



(RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY AGREEMENT

L (““Participant”™), ack dge that I have ily applied
to participate in the ing activities at (“Organization™):

welding, polishing metal, drilling into metal, and cutting metal, concrete pouring, and
cutting wood, drilling wood, and lifting materials.

T understand that there are certain risks of injury inh in welding king,
pouring, and dshop, as well as in ing and other related activities
to my participati sndlammllmgmassumethesensks Ihetebycemfylbm
Tam fully capable of participating in the i and

and that I am healthy and have no physml or memal disabilities or infirmities
that would restrict full participation in these activities, except as listed below.

In addition to giving my full consent for my participation, I do hereby waive, release and
hold harmless the organization named below, its officers, sponsors, supervisors, and
reprresemnnves for any mjury t}:m may be suffered by myself in the normal course of

par p and the activities incidental thereto, whether the
mult of neghgeme or any other cause.

THAVE CAREFULLY READ THIS AGREEMENT AND FULLY UNDERSTAND
ITS CONTENTS. I AM AWARE THAT THIS IS A RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND A
CONTRACT BETWEEN MYSELF AND THE ORGANIZATION, AND SIGN IT OF
MY OWN FREE WILL.

PARTICIPANT/RELEASOR:
Full Legal Name (printed):

Si;

Date:

Street Address:

List any physical limitations (hearing, sight, allergies, etc.):

MIG WELDING GUIDE

Step 1: Background

This is a basic guide on how to weld using a
metal inert gas (MIG) welder. MIG welding is
the awesome process of using electricity to melt
and join pieces of metal together MIG welding is
sometimes referred to as the "hot glue gun" of the
welding world and is generally regarded as one of
the easiest type of welding to leam.

MIG welding was developed in the 1940s and 70
vears later the general principle is still very much
the same. MIG welding uses an arc of electricity
to create a short circuit between a confinuously
fed anode (+ the wire-fed welding zun) and a
cathode ( - the metal being welded).

The heat produced by the short circuit, along with
a non-reactive (hence mert) gas locally melts the
metal and allows them to mix together. Once the
heat is removed, the metal begins to cool and
solidify, and forms a new piece of fused metal.

A few years ago the full name - Metal Inert Gas (MIG) welding was changed to Gas Metal Arc Welding
(GMAW), but we can call it MIG.

MIG welding 1s useful because you can use it to weld many different types of metals: carbon steel, stainless

Here are some advantages to MIG welding:

The ability to join a wide range of metals and thicknesses
All-position welding capability

A good weld bead

A minimum of weld splatter

Easy to leam

Here are some disadvantages of MIG welding:
MIG welding can only be used on thin to medium thick metals

The use of an inert gas makes this type of welding less portable than arc welding which requires no
external source of shielding gas

. ho&mamwbﬂslq:pumdmmﬂedwddsmedwnGﬂmmhm&sWd&n@
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( From left to right: Daniela, EOnka, and Audra at The Boulevard House ]
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( Daniela and EOnka )
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After lunch, we went to Disenos and received a tour of their workspace. We reviewed safety
precautions and | gave a welding demonstration. EOnka and Daniela both did an excellent
job welding and were excited to start working on the bench the next day.



Daniela and EOnka
welding

Daniela and EOnka
modifying the jig

Day 2 of the workshop was devoted to welding the bench frame at Disenos; we were able to
complete three of the four frames of the bench.



On day 3, we received an extensive tour of Shinola’s headquarters in New Center. Shinola is
a Detroit-based company founded in 2011 and produces handcrafted watches, bicycles, and
leather goods. Shinola is hiring for multiple positions that pay above minimum wage but do
not require any prior experience. Daniela and EOnka were able to speak with the HR director
and submit their resumes directly to her.



Getting a tour of the
Focus: HOPE facility

Learning about
Focus:HOPE’s
Machinist program
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The Empowerment
Plan facility

Daniela grinding the
bench frame
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The Architectural
Salvage Warehouse

Applying spar
urethane to the
reclaimed wood
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The last day of the workshop was bittersweet. We had fun working together and worked hard
building the bus bench. | gave Daniela and EOnka certificates of completion and
recommendation letters. We also sent thank you notes to all who helped us out. The
completed bench has three seats and is just under 6 feet long. It will be fully assembled on
site at The Boulevard House and cemented into the ground at the end of October.

EOnka expressed interest in working at Rebel Nell while speaking with a staff member at
The Empowerment Plan. The staff member said that she knew the women running Rebel
Nell and would reach out to them. Because of her experience in welding, EOnka was
contacted by Rebel Nell for an interview. Delphia and | are working together to get Daniela
into the plumbing apprenticeship program this fall.

The workshop wasn’t necessarily about becoming a certified welder but about building
confidence and exposing yourself to new things. The workshop served as a catalyst to
network with others and learn of new opportunities. It also helped us to gain skills, create
relationships, and increase our professional and social reach.



SUPPLIES $485.59

GAS (1,100 MILES) $155.12

155 HOURS ($12/HR) $1,860.00

TOTAL $2,500.71
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THANK YOU!

OMEN WHO WELD
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